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Abstract: 
Greek-language press in the Ottoman Empire has been
chiefly regarded as a tool, whether of communication
among the Greek Orthodox populations within and
outside the Empire, or sometimes of Greek nationalist
aspirations. In this presentation I will propose a
different approach focusing on its role as an element of
the Ottoman society: its positions towards the dominant
social issues in the late Ottoman period. I will examine
the ways in which modernization/westernization and its
corollary, the control of Ottoman public space, were
presented in various publications. Westernization, the
aim par excellence of the whole Ottoman society
entailed the spread of middle-class values such as
education, work discipline, stable family life and social
ascension. These values were regarded as social ideals
by the elite groups in every ethno-religious community.
They were also linked to the Porte’s attempts at
centralization, its endeavors to strengthen control over
its populations and extinct centrifugal forces. For those
reasons a rich public debate revolved around them
among literate groups of various ethno-religious
origins. I will examine the ways in which the Greek-
language newspapers and periodicals of the Empire
faced those issues and debated them in the wider
Ottoman context that included various ethnoreligious
milieus, contributing in this way to the creation of an
Ottoman public sphere.
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Ottoman period and Early Turkish Republic
(national identities, politics towards poverty,
emergence of concepts such as childhood, privacy
etc.). Her last research concerns the participation of
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