
International Spring School

Interventions
What it means to be Human  
in 21st Century Life Sciences
Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Beckmanns Hof
March 18–22, 2013

Mercator Research Group 
Spaces of Anthropological Knowledge

in collaboration with 
Soraya de Chadarevian and Edna Suárez-Díaz

At the beginning of the 21st century both the individual and 
the social life are strongly bound to bio- and neuroscientific 
knowledge. Our understanding of the individual and the social 
conditions of humans is seen to be inextricably interwoven with 
developments in corresponding theories and technologies.

The very notion of human nature is challenged by new approa-
ches to bioengineering organisms which have the potential of 
reshaping the individual human body. This new emphasis on the 
plasticity of human nature, and especially of the brain, that is 
found in both utopian views of posthumanism and in concrete 
biomedical and neuroscientific approaches, changes the complex 
historical boundaries of nature and culture and creates a new 
relationship between the two: nature no longer has the connota-
tion of a deterministic category, but turns into something more 
flexible against which the domain of culture may even be seen 
as remaining the more permanent part. Ideas of cultural identity 
and human diversity are also affected by research in genomics. 
Brain research and Human Genome Projects basically reconfi-
gure longstanding questions about cultural/natural diversity ac-
ross human populations and challenge our ideas of personhood.

Furthermore, research on reproduction and embryo research, 
accompanied by high expectations of the medical application 
of stem cells and cloning techniques, provide new and ethically 
controversial technologies which will affect the relation of bodies 
and societies in a new way.
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Tuesday

Neurons, Concepts 
of the Human in 
Neurosciences

Wednesday

Concepts of the 
Living and Media 

Technologies

Thursday

Bodies  
and  

Societies

Friday

Genomes,  
Cells,  

Organisms

Welcome

Monday

9:00–12:30
Chair: Yvonne Wübben

Welcome by Uta Wilkens 
(RUB Rectorate)

John Tresch 
philadelphia

Scientific Selves and Medita-
ting Brains: An Ethnography 
of Mind and Life

Sen Cheng 
bochum

Manipulating Memories

Torsten Heinemann 
frankfurt

Optimise your Brain!  
Mental Health and Popular 
Neuroscience in the  
Neoliberal Society

Felix Hasler
berlin

Andreas Mayer
berlin

Comments 

9:00–18:00

Workshop with  
PhD and Graduate Students

Christina Brandt 
Estrid Sørensen 
Anna Tuschling 

Yvonne Wübben

14:00–18:00

PhD Project Presentations & Discussion

9:00–12:30
Chair: Anna Tuschling

Monique David-Ménard 
paris

Has Life a Meaning?
Canguilhem and Lacan

Astrid Deuber-Mankowsky
bochum

Historicity of Life –
Man’s radical Finitude. 
Canguilhem and Foucault

Erich Hörl 
bochum

“La vie technique.”  
Remarks concerning Simon
don’s Thinking of the Living

Markus Krajewski 
weimar

Minor Gestures, or Serving  
as a Cultural Technique

9:00–12:30
Chair: Estrid Sørensen

Annemarie Mol 
amsterdam

Patchwork Bodies

Klaus Lindgaard Høyer 
copenhagen

The Useful Body:  
Making Sense of your Body 
through Organ Donation

Thomas Lemke 
frankfurt

Suspect Families:  
DNA Kinship Testing in 
German Immigration Police

18:00–20:00
Public Evening Lecture

Nikolas Rose
london

Remaking the Human in the 
Twenty First Century?

9:00–13:00
Chair: Christina Brandt

Edna Suárez-Díaz 
­mexico city

Cultural Diversity Meets 
Biological Markers:  
The Study of Mexican 
Indigenous Populations  
in the 1960s

Veronika Lipphardt 
berlin

Human Diversity and 
Biohistorical Narratives

Perspectives
Round-table

Soraya de Chadarevian
los ­angeles

Staffan Müller-Wille 
exeter

Nikolas Rose 
london

13:00 Lunch

GAFO 03/252

12:30–14:00 Lunch Break
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