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Abstracts

I. Abhandlungen und Studien

Jorg MeiRner: " Die Giter der modernen Kultur sind in Reichtum und Schénheit um
uns her." Transnationale Einfliisse auf die Berliner Warenhaus-Architektur um 1900

Abstract

The article concentrates on the comparatively late emergence of large-scale department
stores in the German capital at the turn of the twentieth century and focuses on the
architectural transformation of this building type through transnational influences. Taking
into account different examples, models and inspirations from beyond the German Reich’s
borders, this study emphasizes innovative impacts on the Berlin department stores” internal
function and structural composition without disconnecting them from traditional building
patterns. The central theme of this architectural analysis of department stores is the context
of transnational references. Such influences are traced on the levels of functional and
commercia uses, of aethetic and stylistic design, and of technical and architectural
construction. On all these levels Berlin department stores adopted, and adapted, various
transnationa influences concerning commercial practice, typological models and buidling
regulations. The innovative role of French models for German department stores has become
a commonplace of historical analysis, however, North American impacts figure as

prominently in this account of emerging international standards in large-scale retall
architecture.



