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Abstracts

I. Abhandlungen und Studien

Albrecht Ritschl und Mark Spoerer, Das Bruttosozialprodukt in Deutschland nach den
amtlichen Volkseinkommens- und Sozialproduktstatistiken 1901-1995

Abstract

In this article we present a gross national product (GNP) time series for Germany and West
Germany. This series is primarily based on official national income statistics and thus
provides an alternative to the Hoffmann-M adison-approach relying on estimates for the war
and immediate postwar periods (1914-24, 1939-49) we use a variety of sources, especially
value added data. Our series for 1901-49 is concatenated to the revised estimates which the
Statistische Bundesamt has published for the years from 1950 onwards. Our results suggest
that German GNP levels before and between the two World Wars have been overestimated
so far. In this perspective, German productivity estimates for the late Empire, the Weimar
Republic, an the “Third Reich” were exaggerated, especialy if compared to the impressive
reconstruction process of the 1950s and 1960s.

Udo Ludwig und Reiner Staglin, Die gesamtwirtschaftliche Leistung der DDR in den
letzten Jahren ihrer Existenz - Zur Neuberechnung von Sozialproduktsdaten fur die
ehemalige DDR

Abstract

The main idea of this contribution is to inform about two research projects on the former
German Democratic Republic (GDR) financially supported by the German Research
Foundation. The projects deal with a new calculation of national accounts data for the GDR
according to West German concepts in order to describe structural change and economic
development in East Germany for the period 1970 to 1989. Analysing the factor inputs on
the one hand and the expenditure categories on the other, a consistent framework will be
established which assists in comparing the two different economic systems in the Federal
Republic of Germany and in the former German Democratic Republic. With this paper some
preliminary data will be presented for selected years 1985, 1987, 1988 and 1989. They
contain gross value added by sectors, gross domestic product, final consumption expenditure
of households and general government, gross fixed capital formation, exports and imports for
the GDR in current prices. The data will be used to analyse the economic outcome of the
former GDR over the last five years of its existence. However it has to be kept in mind that
the results of this first analysis need to be checked again as soon as comparable data for the
other years of the observation period will be available.



