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Abstract:

In work with Jeremy Van Horn-Morris and Chris Wendl, we have introduced
the notion of a spinal open book decomposition for contact manifolds in
dimension 3. This can be thought of as a generalization of an open book
decomposition. The main purpose is to describe a large class of contact
manifolds as supported by planar (but spinal) open books. By use of
J-holomorphic curve techniques, we are then able to classify symplectic
fillings.
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