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The Oxford 
Handbook of 
Compositionality
Edited by Markus Werning, Wolfram Hinzen, and 
Edouard Machery 

In this book leading scholars from every relevant field 
report on all aspects of compositionality, the notion that 
the meaning of an expression can be derived from its parts. 
Understanding how compositionality works is a central 
element of syntactic and semantic analysis and a challenge 
for models of cognition. It is a key concept in linguistics and 
philosophy and in the cognitive sciences more generally, 
and is without question one of the most exciting fields in 
the study of language and mind. The authors of this book 
report critically on lines of research in different disciplines, 
revealing the connections between them and highlighting 
current problems and opportunities.

The force and justification of compositionality have long 
been contentious. First proposed by Frege as the notion that 
the meaning of an expression is generally determined by 
the meaning and syntax of its components, it has since been 
deployed as a constraint on the relation between theories 
of syntax and semantics, as a means of analysis, and more 
recently as underlying the structures of representational 
systems, such as computer programs and neural architectures. 
The Oxford Handbook of Compositionality explores these and 
many other dimensions of this challenging field. It will 
appeal to researchers and advanced students in linguistics 
and philosophy and to everyone concerned with the study 
of language and cognition including those working in 
neuroscience, computational science, and bio-informatics. 

February 2012 | 748 pages | Hardback
978-0-19-954107-2 | £95.00 £76.00

� Focuses on a key notion in 
linguistics and philosophy 

� Of central interest to researchers 
in psychology, neuroscience, and 
bioinformatics 

� Written by leading scholars from 
all over the world

For more information please contact:
Jeri Dash

01865 354846
jeri.dash@oup.com

Order your copy with 20% discount by turning over or visiting www.oup.com/uk and remember to enter the 
discount code AAFLY5  in the promotional discount box to receive your discount

FREE POSTAGE AND PACKAGING FOR ALL UK WEB ORDERS OF £20 OR OVER.

Your best research starts here - www.oup.com/online 
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Customer Service
If you have any questions about your order or in case of problems, 
please contact us: 

By phone – +44 (0) 1536 452640 (Mon-Fri, 08.30-17.00 UK time). 
Telephone calls may be recorded for training purposes.

By email - exhibitions.uk@oup.com

By post - Cash & Special Processes Department, OUP, 
North Kettering Business Park, Hipwell Road, Kettering,
Northamptonshire, NN14 1UA, UK

Delivery Times: Please allow 7 days from receipt of your order 
for delivery in the UK, and 14 days elsewhere.

Discount code: AAFLY5
Please quote this conference code above when ordering to claim your discount.

We may wish to send you further information on OUP products, services, and offers. If 
you would prefer not to receive mailings from us, please indicate this by ticking one 
or both of the boxes below:

??o   Please do not send by email
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Thank you for your order.   
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If you would like to place an order after the conference, please use this order form. 
Alternatively, you can order from the OUP website, or by telephone (details below).  
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