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Edited and distributed by: Dr. U. Fornefeld-Schwarz                   
 
Surname ______________     Name: ________________ 
 
Information on PCB at the Ruhr-University Bochum 
 
PCB was used as construction material in the buildings of the Ruhr-University Bochum in the 1960s and 1970s. PCB is a 
hazardous substance and was brought into focus again by reinforced ambient air measurements and material sampling 
carried out in the faculty buildings. Please find below important information on PCB at the RUB. 
 

1. PCB, a hazardous substance previously used in construction, was built in all faculty buildings (MA, N-Series, G-
Series, I-Series, NI/NT, Bota). A different situation exists in the buildings which belong to the forum area (UV, UB, 
SH, FNO), the new constructions and/or the partially restored buildings (ID, ICN, LSI), where no considerable 
values have been determined.  

2. The values of the faculty building are normally in a range from 300ng and 3,000ng PCB/m3 ambient air. The PCB-
Guideline of NRW requires the following for these premises: "In case of ambient air concentrations ranging from 
300 to 3,000ng PCB/m³ air, the source of the ambient-air pollution must be identified and eliminated in the medium term, 
in compliance with the principle of proportionality. In the meantime, a reduction of the PCB concentration should be 
attempted by way of regular ventilation, thorough cleaning and dust removal of the rooms. The target value aspired shall be 
less than 300ng PCB/m³ air (abatement guide value)…" 
The rooms can be used as offices. In addition, increased concentrations of dioxin congener PCB 118 were measured 
in the ambient air of several rooms. The measured values exceed the threshold of 10ng/m3 air, at which exposure-
reducing measures must be taken according to the ad-hoc working group of the Commission of Indoor Air Quality 
at the federal Environmental Agency and the Supreme Regional State Authorities.  

3. Indoor spaces displaying values over 3,000ng PCB/m3 ambient air (intervention value) shall no longer be used until 
these values are under the threshold of intervention by means of appropriate actions.  

4. BLB, who is the owner of the RUB, works continuously on a concept to remove the primary PCB-sources from the 
faculty buildings. Construction work in the N-Series commenced in January 2013. 

5. Only little can be said about the health-damaging effects of PCB. Based on human accidents with high-doses of PCB 
and on animal studies, potential dose-related effects on the nervous system, hormone balance, skin, liver, psyche, 
and cancer are assumed. In 2012, PCB was classified as a cancerogenous substance and as such assigned to 
Category 4 by the German Research Foundation (DFG). 

6. Human-biomonitoring values (HBM I and II) released by the German Federal Environmental Agency merely exist 
for the group of women capable of childbearing. An impairment of human health is excluded if values do not reach 
the HBM I threshold. The RUB offers women who seek employment at the RUB to have this value determined in 
regular intervals by the university's medical officer.  

7. Comprehensive information concerning all aspects of the subject PCB are available from the PCB information 
portal of the RUB at http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/pcb/. This is also where relevant contact partners are listed. 
 

I have taken notice of this letter and received a copy. 
This does not  relieve the Ruhr-University as employer and the building construction and management company (BLB) as 
landlord of their responsibility for potential heath damages. 
 
 
 
 
Bochum, on the ……………………                                             ……………………………………. 
                                                                                                            Signature 
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